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This relationship between the ballads and Romances may
be an indirect help in dating some of the ballads. The ballads
which resemble Romances proper—as distinct from Lais—
are certainly from them and are therefore later in date. The
Romances concerned exist in manuscripts of the fourteenth
and fifteenth century (except for "King Horn" which is
in one of the thirteenth century). The corresponding ballads
were probably derived from them during the fifteenth or
sixteenth century. There may have been an intermediate
stage, in the re-shaping of courtly romances into a popular
form, which the ballad makers (in this case, probably minstrels)
would then popularize still further. The Percy Folio MS.
has several romances of this kind, already half-way to becoming
ballads: for example, "The Grene Knight'', a doggerel version
of that most intricately wrought, learned and moving of all
English romances "Sir Gawain and the Green Knight". The
elaborate symmetry and symbolism have disappeared, and the
wonderful description of scenery, to correspond with the hero's
mind, is replaced by sad stuff like:
When he rode over the mold,
His geere glistered as gold,
By the way as he rode;
Many furleys* he there did see,
Fowles by the water did flee,
By brimesf and bankes so broad.
"The Wedding of Syr Gawen and Dame Ragnall",14 probably
of the fifteenth century, is an older form of "The Marriage
of Sir Gawain"; the former was too much of a romance to be
included by Child, but the latter passed his tests.
Comparatively few of the ballads show this kind of rela-
tionship with the Romances; and it would be wrong to conclude,
as some critics have done, that the ballads as a whole are
simply fragments of Romances. The ballads also differ greatly
from the Romances in their way of telling a story; for the
leisurely flow of the Romances they have substituted a dramatic
* Wonders.	t Waters.

